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arrive in Roanoke for the Security Council
The Bolivian delegate approaches the 
podium and delivers an impassioned 
speech to the other delegations.

She speaks eloquently about Venezuela 
and says that international intervention is 
not necessary. This is a new weekly occur-
rence at North Cross School. Delegates 
convene weekly in Mr. Robillard’s room. 

The Model United Nations club, which 
was developed last spring, decided to con-
tinue their diplomatic work beyond con-
ference season. The group meets every 
Tuesday during lunch to simulate the Ven-
ezuelan crisis.

Chloe Hunt ‘21, Sofia Hanson ‘21, Mar-
garet Tower ‘21, Olivia Murchison ‘21, 
Mashall Rasul ‘21, Gabrielle Thompson 
‘19, and Jessica Helmer ‘21 decided on this 
crisis before spring break.

“Last year, I did my first Model UN 
conference,” Hunt said. “It is my favorite 
activity that North Cross offers, and the 
Venezuela crisis is growing in pertinence to 
the United States and international com-
munity. When we met before spring break, 
the club collectively decided to simulate 
the Venezuela crisis as state actors.”

Hunt represents the United States of  
America, and she expressed that it was dif-
ficult to support President Donald Trump’s 
foreign policy stance on Venezuela. 

“So, it is important to look at US Big 
Stick diplomacy and other events of  the 
1900s,” Hunt said. “Roosevelt’s imperial-
ism of  the 20th century is not mentioned 
that often, but his interventionist foreign 
policy definitely created some animosity 
between nations…I do not want to talk 
about that during the simulation, though, 
because then I would have to acknowledge 
the U.S.’s complicity. So many people think 
of  Roosevelt as an honorable President, 
which he was in some senses, but he also 
created much destruction. The roots for 
many issues are historical.”

Sofia Hanson ‘21 represents the delega-
tion from Iran, another petrostate. 

“It’s really nice doing a simulation at 
school because it’s a lot less stressful than 
a formal MUN conference,” Hanson said. 
“it gives you a chance to actually learn how 
a committee works.”

Hanson stated her position on the cur-
rent state of  Venezuela as well, which di-

rectly contradicts that of  the United States 
and European Union.

“Iran supports Nicolas Maduro as presi-
dent of  Venezuela over Guaido because 
Iran and Venezuela have been allies for the 
last couple decades,” Hanson said. “This 
is because both are against U.S. foreign in-
terference, especially in the case of  Ven-
ezuela.”

Hanson discussed her impetus for join-
ing the simulation, which is similar to that 
of  her other clubmates.

“I decided to do the simulation because 
when I went to PMUNC, I felt very con-
fused and underprepared because I didn’t 
really know how committee worked,” 
Hanson said, “and if  I’m able to go to an-
other MUN in the future, I really want to 
be prepared.”

All students agree that preparation is key 
to success in a conference, so they hope 
that this simulation will help students un-
derstand conference procedure better.

Also, as this issue grows in magnitude, 
the club hopes to gain a better understand-
ing of  the world and the United Nations.

Countries represented:
Iran - Sofia Hanson ‘21
Russian Federation - Allison Hammond ‘21
The United States of  America - Chloe Hunt ‘21
The People’s Republic of  China - Mashall Rasul ‘21
Bolivia - Margaret Tower ‘21
United Kingdom - Olivia Murchison ‘21
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Above, the group discusses a crisis during an unmoderated caucus. During the caucus, the group found out that, in the simulation, Juan Guaido suffered an assassination attempt. 
The photo in the bottom right shows Sofia Hanson ‘21 smiling and speaking about Iran’s anti-interventionist foreign policy. Photos by Tobi Bankole
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