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YUNGBLUD released his music 
video for “11 minutes”, which 
features Halsey and Travis Baker. 

YUNGBLUD a.k.a. Dominic Harrison 
is a 20-year-old British singer/songwriter 
who became active in 2017.  Having 
become popular in British rock and punk 
rock culture with his songs; “I Love You, 
Will You Marry Me”, “Polygraph Eyes”, 
and “Medication” he was featured on the 
13 Reasons Why season 2 soundtrack 
with his song “Falling Skies” featuring 
Charlotte Lawrence.

 In early 2019 he released his single 
“Loner” which has 3.7 million views 
on YouTube. He followed this with 
another single “11 Minutes” which has 
20.5 million views, hit number 1 on the 
US Bubbling Under Hot 100 Singles 
(Billboard),number 5 on the US Hot Rock 
Songs (Billboard), and in the UK the 
song has peaked at number 59 on the UK 
Singles (Official Chart Company).

I personally enjoy YUNGBLUD’s music 
for the upbeat rhythm and the party 
feel in some songs, but the lower more 
depressed side of  his music caught my 
ear too. He does rely on the depression 
cliche like many American rappers have 
lately with the emergence of  mumble rap, 
but he plays to the more psychotic side 
of  mental health, in essense, the side that 
people fear in a mentally ill person. In 
contrast to his normal style, “11 Minutes” 
breaks with his known style and explores 
a new side of  pop-rock music.

Halsey introduces the song with the 
chourus in her traditional slow pop style, 
and then YUNGBLUD comes in with 
his rock/rap style. At the bottom of  the 
video is a countdown clock that resets af-
ter 11 minutes it seems to be a formulaic 
sad song, filled with regret and self-hatred.

Halsey begins the song with the chorus. 
YUNGBLUD wrote for Lyric Genius and 
for the chorus he said “These opening 
lines are kind of  two things. I wanted to 
be so direct, like I’m just having a conver-
sation, where the lyrics are so self-explan-
atory, but I wanted to put in little kind of  
Easter eggs and little kind of  details of  an 

accident. ‘I think I missed your call. I’m 
on the other line.’ See, there’s a parallel 
universe, like, ‘I flat-lined,’ or, “I’m on the 
other side. I’m moving towards the other 
side.

This would have made sence but after 
doing a very small amount of  research 
it was very easy to find YUNCBLUD’s 
own words on the song. “The song tells 
the story of  a perfect tragedy that reflects 
modern love within our society. We are so 
distracted and focused on what’s next, we 
can fail to see what is actually in front of  
us. We don’t realize how much we need 
something until it’s taken away from us,” 
he said during an interview with IHeart-
Radio.

“Working with Halsey and Travis was 
a ******* dream -- at the end of  the day 
we’re all rock kids,” said Yungblud in an 
online story. “We grew up with a mutual 
adoration for the genre so it completely 
makes sense that we would come together 
and try to modernize it.”

The song itself  brings three amazing 
artists together, and which is what makes 
the formula work in this case. Travis 
Baker’s famous drumming skills are put to 
good use, providing dramatic background 
music while being the most prominent 
instrument. Halsey could have been 
replaced with any other female musician 
but the chemistry between YUNGBLUD 
and Halsey resonates through the song. 
YUNGBLUD uses his raspy, punk voice 
that he has become known for to grasp 
the audience through the five stages of  
grief  which are the dominant themes in 
the music video.

If  the song doesn’t snag your ear, then 
video would. A man is running to a car 

accident where his partner has suppos-
edly been killed. YUNGBLUD portrays 
the man going through the five stages of  
grief  while Halsey plays the girl who has 
been killed in the accident.

 Listen to this song and watch the video. 
Personally I have not felt this way about a 
music video since I watched Rascal Flatts 
“What Hurts the Most” and Cole Swin-
dell’s “You Should Be Here”.  This song 
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I’m 11 minutes away and I have missed you all day
I’m 11 minutes away, so why aren’t you here?

I think I missed you callin’ on the other line
I’m just thinkin’ all these thoughts up in my mind

Talkin’ love but I can’t even read the signs
I would sell my soul for a bit more time
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tries to invoke the same feelings as Rascal 
Flatts and Cole Swindell but the emotion-
al experience is not exactly there to be as 
attention grabbing as these classics. It may 
be unfair to compare a pop-rock song to 
country songs but when YUNGBLUD is 
fighting to strike the same heart strings I 
find it completely ethical. YUNGBLUD 
has yet to openly talk about what experi-
ence sparked the creation of  this song, 
but whatever it was he tried to express it 
well. It is not the perfect song, relying on 
features from other artists, but it deserves 
its spot on top charts. A melodic perfor-
mance and a strong drum beat has my 
mind twisted. I want to dislike it because 
it does not pull as hard as other songs, but 
I can not hate the song because it is not 
a poorly made song. I would recommend 
listening to it, it may ping better with you 
than me. It is absolutely worth taking the 
time to listen to it. 


