
Set in Mexico during the 1970’s, Roma tells the 
story of a middle class 
family that consists of 

mother and father Sofia and 
Antonio, matriarch Teresa, 
three children and their two 
housemaids Cleo and Adela.
In the words of  the director of  
the film Alfonso Cuarón, this is 
a semi-autobiographical story 
about Cuarón’s own childhood 
in Mexico, but as his focus is 
directed towards the women 
of  the house, we see a certain 
willingness to look at his own 
life even through another set of  
eyes. In that sense, the film feels 
more loving to the many people 
that have helped define Cuarón 
to become the sort of  person 
that he is.

In the film’s own simplicity you 
find yourself  a part of  this fam-
ily, a part of  the scene, and in the most inviting manner 
what Roma opens your eyes to is something so beautiful 
in what only seems to be ordinary life.
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By Sophia Kelley
From watching Roma, I couldn’t help but feel so over-

whelmed by Cuarón’s attention to detail when it comes to 
showing ordinary life on the screen. 
He makes every interaction between 
every character feel so authentic. But 
even though the story feels simple, 
what Cuarón makes of  this, not only 
as the director of  the film but also 
as the writer, cinematographer, and 
editor, is something very grand. You 
already feel every bit of  the film’s 
scope growing into something much 
bigger, because you feel the chaos 
of  this world as it elapses over these 
characters.

Not only does the black-and-white 
cinematography look so beautiful, it 
reinforces the idea that you’re watch-
ing everything play back as a collec-
tion of  memories from Cuarón’s own 
childhood, adding another layer to 
the film’s emotional depth and all the 
more awe within the moment. 
  Roma is one of  the most emotional, 
grand, and important films to come 

out the past few years, and I strongly recommend that 
everyone sees it, as it is very much worth your time. 

In the film’s own 
simplicity you find yourself  

a part of  this family, a part 
of  the scene, and in the most 
inviting manner what Roma 

opens your eyes to is 
something so beautiful in 

what only seems
 to be ordinary life.
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The idea of an American movie reviving an inter-
national music genre is unprecedented, but A 
Simple Favor did it. 

This movie features stars such as Blake Lively and Anna 
Kendrick. Released in 2018, this is a black comedy mys-
tery thriller. 
In summary, this movie is about two unlikely friends who 
bond initially over their children. Both are polar opposites.
Played by Anna Kendrick is Stephanie, a widowed single 
mother who is intensely dedicated to taking care of  her 
son. Emily, played by Blake Lively, is the PR director 
for a big fashion company in New York City. She is the 
epitome of  a jaded mom who has resorted to martinis. 
This genre is rare among lots of  21st century trashy, plain 
comedy, and the characters are incredibly multi-faceted, 
making the story difficult for most audiences to follow. 
However, it is among the best of  its kind, but not for the 
cinematography or plot. 
Although the plot is incredibly convoluted and difficult to 
follow, the soundtrack created a lasting impression.
In order to understand the context for such a unique 
soundtrack, it is important to acknowledge that this movie 
is entirely American. In fact, the movie both insults and 
praises Americans’ obsession with social media.
The soundtrack is uniquely un-American, though. In 
fact, Parisian pop pervades the soundtrack. Interestingly 
enough, this pop music is not recent either. Director Paul 
Feig made the courageous decision to have old, foreign 

music in every song. 
The soundtrack will mezmerize you and transport you to 
a Parisian cafe. Hits from the 1960s like “Laissez Tomber 
les Filles” and “Ca S’Est Arrange” create such a peculiar 
environment, and these songs jive with the unrivaled ec-
centricity of  the movie. 
As previously mentioned, A Simple Favor is a mystery 
thriller. The French song “Bonnie and Clyde” fits per-
fectly into the story. The song evokes a strange omen, 
and while the song plays, the character Emily pursues her 
secretive occupation as a criminal mastermind. 
Not only are each of  these beautiful French songs distinc-
tive and cleverly used in the movie, but this movie helped 
revive old Parisian pop.
According to Billboard, Parisian pop increased in atten-
tion by 43% after A Simple Favor’s release. “Ca S’Est Ar-
range” gained 80,000 views on YouTube after the release 
as well. Now, the song amasses to over 185,000 views. Ra-
dios native to France such as NRJ, RTL 2, Virgin Radio, 
and Radio Nova also started playing old Parisian music in 
new frequency. According to Billboard, old Parisian music, 
meaning that before the 1990s, increased in prominence 
on radio stations by 17%.
This is just a small example of  an inadvertently global 
impact from a clearly American movie. As most French 
would say, Vive la France et la musique!

 revives Parisian pop
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