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proposes solution to end civil war in Sudan
By Grant Tao, Guest Editor number of  political powers tried 

to take over the nation and it 
resulted in a lot of  bloodshed. 
Three major factors contribute 
to the current Civil War – as-
saults from terrorist groups and 
pirates, fragile economic system, 
and sectionalism. Currently a 
religious terrorist group named 
Al-Shabaab, financed by il-
legal maritime trade is creating 
significant threat to middle and 
southern region of  Somalia and 
its surrounding countries. Piracy 
also poses a threat on the coastal 
region. Meanwhile, the only 
government recognized by the 
United Nations in Somalia, the 
Transitional Federal Govern-
ment, has a weakly constructed 
constitution, which gives the 
executive branch of  the govern-
ment, the president and prime 
minister, to much power on its 
hand. The election of  repre-
sentatives in houses of  legisla-
tion is damaged by tribalism, t 
the legislative branch a tool for 
large regional houses. Unwill-

The economic and 
social condition of  the 
world is polarized – 

while the majority receive suf-
ficient financial independence 
and participate in an orga-
nized community, a signifi-
cant ration of  people are still 
struggling for a safe shelter, 
one of  them being the people 
of  Somalia. The 60-year 
civil war deprived their home, 
safety, and other inalienable 
rights. From a humanitarian 
approach, there has to be a 
decisive resolution to end this 
crisis, and best approach is 
a combination of  short term 
military operation and long 
term economic, social, and 
governmental reform.

Somalia is on the border of  
the Horn of  Africa, border to 
Ethiopia, Djibouti and Kenya.

This is a war that has lasted for 
60 years – after decolonization 
from the United Kingdom, a 

ing to interfere with and suffer 
from the crisis, many northern 
regimes leave the federation, 
with Somaliland even declaring 
independence.

To eradicate the threat from 
Al-Shabaab fighters, direct 
military intervention is crucial. 
Previously the African Union, 
Ethiopian troops, UN peace-
keepers, and TFG forces have 
been combating the Al-Shabaab 
group in the past, and a unified 
military action is still required – 
referring to the United Nations 
Operation in Somalia I and 
II, the four forces should join 
together as one operation group, 
with all actions meeting the con-
sent of  Somali Federal Govern-
ment. Through cooperation, the 
joint forces should find it easier 
to tackle down the inland Al-
Shabaab threat, and could exert 
much interference on the illegal 
maritime charcoal trade that fu-
eled Al-Shabaab’s finance.
However, when the operation is 
conducted, the joint forces must 

consider the nation’s sovereignty 
in certain issues. Voices of  dis-
sent previously rose among the 
Somali people due to certain 
military operations, such as 
bombing. American naval histo-
rian Dr. Dean C. Allard’s book 
Somalia Operations: Lessons 
Learned provided a profound 
analysis of  the previous UN and 
US peace operations in Somalia 
and introduced the “bright line” 
theory, which states that during a 
peacekeeping military operation, 
there needs to be certain limits 
of  military commitment in the 
region, including but not limited 
to nation building and engage-
ment in a region’s“internal civil 
strife”. He emphasized that “the 
use of  military forces in nation-
building is a mission for which 
our forces should not be primar-
ily responsible”.(Allard 2005) 
Therefore consent from Somali 
gov. is crucial.
In the meantime, piracy can be 
addressed in a completely dif-
ferent way – the pirates should 

be viewed as a resource. Most 
of  the Somali pirates stem from 
poverty, instead of  profund 
religious incentives, and most 
of  them perform their piracy as 
leniently as they could be – in 
an effort prevent bloodshed, 
modern pirates seldomly kill 
hostages. If  the UN can provide 
ample financial incentive to cer-
tain pirate groups, these pirates 
would be a significant force 
in interfering the Al-Shabaab 
group. Training of  such merce-
nary troop, in addition, can be 
made possible by UN peace-
keeper bases, such as the UN 
peacekeeper base in Ethiopia.
As a matter of  fact, terror-
ism in Somalia is a problem 
that would soon be solved by 
itself  – reports of  Al-Shabaab 
assaults are declining greatly in 
recent years. However, it is cru-
cial to focus on the long term 
reconstruction of  this broken 
nation. Professor Mohamed Said 
Samantar, an Economics profes-
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