
The day started with dancing lower 
school students and a general celebration 
put on by Ellis Hall.  This was followed by 
a convention-style gathering in the practice 
gym with tables covered in symbolic items 
from each represented country. From China 
to France, there was an abundance of  differ-
ences between each table. Some of  the ta-
bles, such as Ukraine, had displays showing 
cultural traditions, and some had interactive 
stations, like calligraphy at the China table. 

Each table also had a selection of  food 
from each country, some examples being 
dumplings from China and spam fried rice 
from Hawaii and Guam. Each item of  food 
had cultural significance and many of  the 
items made very positive impressions with 
students, especially in the high school. 

“It was all really good, the Indian food 

unites school in celebrating global cultures
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EMBRACING THE WORLD Mariana Hermosilla, Lower School Director of  Global Studies, leads her Spanish students in a dance on March 27 for International Day. Wearing her Argentina soccer jersey, 
Hermosilla shows the colors of  her homeland after welcoming six students and one teacher from Argentina earlier that morning. See pages 8-9 for more stories on students from Argentina. Photo by Howard Zhou

was really good, and so was the Polynesian 
Spam fried rice,” said Lauren Daniel ‘20, 
“The rice pudding was also very delicious.”

The Polynesian table also had an inter-
active display where students got to try their 
hand at the poi balls, two satchels of  poi 
(added weight) attached to rope.  In native 
Hawaii, these balls were used to train war-
riors and to heighten their level of  hand-
eye coordination.  Dakota Whitlock ‘20 was 
manning this table and teaching both young-
er and older students how to spin poi balls.

“I went in completely clueless to my fam-
ily’s past,” Whitlock said, “but after learning 
and teaching kids how to use the poi balls, I 
believe I understand a lot more. It was very 
pleasant teaching the kids how to use them.”

Many of  the tables set out to teach some-
thing about their culture. This was very ev-
ident in the different foods that the tables 
displayed.

“Out of  all of  the food I’d have to say 
the hummus and pita chips were my favor-
ite,” said Grey Pearson ‘20, “the dumplings 
were really good, too.”

Marlo Pearson, the Head of  the Parent’s 

Association, helped to organize the event.
“It took about five or six months,” said 

Pearson, “We had a very dedicated group 
that met on an almost weekly basis.  The 
committee met frequently and everybody 
had different talents. There were some peo-
ple in charge of  decorations, some peo-
ple who were put in charge of  organizing 
speakers, some people were put in charge 
of  organizing how the different parents and 
grandparents came together to provide dif-
ferent foods from different nations around 
the world.”

Overall there were about 17 cultures, ore 
than the 13 cultures from last year, and there 
are prospects for even more next year, like 
a Lebanese table.  Parents and table leaders 
provided 600 bites of  food, with only one 
table running out of  food before the high 
school was able to get to the event.

“I think the parents that come to the 
school’s show get really excited to see their 
kids interacting in this event,” Marlo Pearson 
said, “and it inspires them to make a table 
and contribute to the event.”

With all of the culture and entertainment 
on display for International Day, people 
found it hard to pick between all the food 
and fun activities.
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