
The world has indisputably become smaller.
Technology connects us; within minutes – or 

even seconds, a citizen of  rural China with a cheap 
phone can access news across the Pacific exclusive to 
the United States. Communication capabilities increase 
constantly, and more developing countries progressively 
integrate themselves into the world economy.

The notion that the world is smaller is even seen in 
Roanoke. Ten years ago, nobody at North Cross School 
would have even dreamed of  having students visiting from 
Argentina or studying from China. Headmaster Dr. Proc-
tor has substantially altered the school’s dynamic. We have 
become a more cosmopolitan community, all connected by 
the North Cross diploma, with many students never step-
ping foot onto the Roanoke campus.

The Global Studies Program is a four year comprehensive 
track that currently allows for students to pursue interests 
in international affairs and global issues. With requirements 
ranging from coursework to seminars to travelling, students 
are able to flourish on a worldly stage and expand their 
knowledge past their conventional curriculum.

These invaluable connections and experiences may not be 
evident in everyday life as a student here, but global rela-
tionships shape the school community immensely.

For example, the school hosted its second annual Inter-
national Day on March 29. This event opened with lower 
school Spanish students, ranging from ECP-3 to fifth grade, 
dancing along to various Spanish songs and showcasing a 
select fews speaking skills with introductions in Spanish. 
This showcase has been a tradition eight years strong, with 
lower school students continuing year after year under the 
guidance of  Spanish teacher Mariana Hermosilla. After 
the young students showed off  their talents, students and 
parents were free to roam the practice gyms to explore the 
different tables that were set up to display many different 
cultures.
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The practice gyms were transformed into a world of  mag-
ical cosmopolitan mayhem. Parents and teachers brought 
their cultures to students by setting up tables, which typi-
cally included a poster and food. Although food was assur-
edly the biggest hit among the younger grades, older-aged 
kids, and maybe a few outliers in the ECP division, enjoyed 
hearing about each presenter’s heritage.

One table was led by the visiting Argentina students. They 
discussed life in Mendoza, and it was immersive experi-
ence for both the Argentinian students and the Americans. 
While they told about their country in English, students like 
Ruxi Dancea ‘19 practiced Spanish conversation. 

Another example of  a global connection can be seen 
seen with English teacher Nicki Dabney and math teacher 
Dr. Koss. The married couple is a tour-de-force, not only 
teaching classes, but also being knowledgeable on many 
aspects of  China. Dabney is fluent in Mandarin, and having 
teachers on campus who have taught in other countries 

is an asset to our community. They provide students with 
knowledge about the greater world; in a country inundated 
with America-centric news, the realization that a world 
around us exists is a difficult but necessary understanding 
to come to.

This year, the Global Studies Program sent over 10 stu-
dents to China over spring break. This trip was a lesson in 
many fields, but perhaps most importantly, students who 
went established enduring relationships that will not be for-
gotten anytime soon. In fact, the students who participated 
in a homestay over spring break will get to interact with 
their hosts once again this summer. During the month of  
July, Chinese students will come here to Roanoke to explore 
and study. Although students from Shanghai typically view 
Roanoke as quaint and unexciting, the cultural exchange is 
important. Getting to experience a world that is far differ-
ent from one’s own is sometimes jarring, no matter how 
much simpler it can seem at first. 
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ARGENTINIANS ARIVE: Less than 12 hours after arriving from a 24-hour trip, Argentinians Nacho Piraces, Fausto Aguilar and 
Paula Bufarini pose with hosts Meredith Winn and Ariana Cardwell. Photo by Dakota Whitlock


