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In today’s world climate where everything is so seem-
ingly sensationalized, people have become desensi-
tized to everything, whether positively or negatively. 

The barrage of  news we face everyday from every corner 
of  the world means that we can only focus on so much 
before a new tragedy forces our attention. This is especially 
true in America, where it seems like a new calamity always 
happens on the heels of  the previous one.
However, as centralized as Americans’ worldview is, some 

events rain so much devastation that they have a global 
reach remind us of  194 other countries in the world and 
challenge our limited scope. Most recently, this has been the 
terror attack on a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand. A 
man, seemingly radicalized by vitriol spewed by prominent 
political world leaders, entered a mosque with more that 
200 people inside and unleashed fire indiscriminately. The 
death toll came to 50 dead and 50 injured, becoming the 
most deadly attack on New Zealand soil since the Feath-
erston prisoner of  war camp riot of  1943 where 49 were 
filled and 80 were injured.
The last mass shooting New Zealand experienced before 

Christchurch was in 1997, yet the grace and seriousness 
they conducted themselves with instinctually draws a 
comparison to the United States’ clumsy-handed efforts to 
diffuse the tension filled aftermath.
There have been 162 instances where four or more peo-

ple, not including the perpetrator, have been killed in the 
United States since 1966. That comes with 1,153 victims 
and 309 guns in 42 states and D.C.
Compared to the rest of  the world, the United States 

seems to have almost a monopoly on gun violence, 31% 
of  mass shootings since 1966. America – the home of  
patriotism, baseball, and the most prevalent gun culture in 
the world. Why does the United States have so many more 
mass shootings than the rest of  the world? The answer 
seems obvious: more guns. Americans own 48% of  all 
civilian owned guns in the world. The way to stop this trend 
seems obviously to be to own less guns, but for many it 
isn’t that simple.
To understand the reason for American gun culture, it is 

imperative to understand the origins of  the right to bear 

 could 
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arms. Written into the constitution as the second amend-
ment, it is one of  the only constitutions, alongside that of  
Guatemala and Mexico, in which the right to keep and bear 
arms is intrinsic and irrefutable. This right to bear arms 
became so entangled with a citizen’s rights to freedom that 
they are now hopelessly impossible to separate from each 
other.
American politics reflects this. While continuous mass 

shootings would logically call for gun rights reform, a com-
bination of  lobbying and misplaced sense of  freedom halt 
any attempts in their tracks. Evidence and logic dictate that 
change has to be enacted to keep citizens safe from those 
few but highly dangerous people who try to cause as much 
harm as possible using any type of  gun. 
This is where the United States and New Zealand veer 

sharply away from each other. Not only has Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern shown remarkable compassion for 
the victims, families of  the victims, and the larger Muslim 
community, but it took less than a week for New Zealand 
to introduce legislation, slated to pass in a few weeks, that 
would ban most semi-automatic weapons. America has not 
passed comprehensive gun laws in decades, and essentially, 
no restriction or regulation on gun ownership following any 
of  the dozens of  mass shootings on American soil. 
Politicians have done almost nothing to mitigate the crisis 

we, as a country, are facing and while public interest is 
vested, lobbyists and gun culture allow for no meaningful 
change to be made. ‘Thoughts and prayers’ are routinely the 
only action every taken and the regurgitated empty words 
comfort next to no one if  not followed by public support 
or legal change. In New Zealand, the prime minister and 
many newscasters donned headscarves as a show of  soli-
darity. Arden has refused to speak his name, to “give him 
nothing, not even his name” when he so clearly demanded 
attention. Again, this is just another way New Zealanders 
and Americans differ on how to treat mass shootings and 
their perpetrators. Americans give these people the notori-
ety they look for more often than not. When named,  even 
gained dedicated fanbases.
So why is the American response so different New Zea-

land’s and the rest of  the world’s?

When there’s a violent terror attack anywhere in the 
world, its effects are rippled outwards until every com-
munity feels it. 
If  a minority was targeted, then it’s an especially difficult 

time for every other member of  that minority group. In 
the latest terror attack that has gripped the world’s atten-
tion for the past weeks, Muslims all around the world are 
feeling grief, pain, and fear for themselves.
“First, I felt so sorry for the victims, then I felt con-

fused,” said junior Yazmeen Imam. “Why would some-
one do this? The first thing someone said to him when 
he entered the mosque was ‘shalon, brother.’ I just don’t 
understand how someone could be that hateful.”
How communities and countries deal with the aftermath 

of  such a violent event is telling of  how much they’re 
willing to do to prevent it from happening again. In New 
Zealand, change was enacted quickly and the highest gov-
ernment officials showed solitude for the New Zealand 
Muslim community by attending vigils, wearing heads-
carves, and holding moments of  silence.
In Roanoke and all across America, Muslim communi-

ties have been praying for and sending money to the vic-
tims of  the attack. Money is being raised, vigils are being 
held, and prayers are being sent with absolute sincerity.
“I would say that everyone came together to support 

them,” said junior Mahum Hashmi. “I think every Mus-
lim felt a little bit of  fear, like it could happen to them 
too.”
Imam also cites the fear she felt as a shared feeling. 

“My dad told my brothers not to go to the mosque that 
day. He was a little afraid that it could happen to us next. 
Hearing about it, it kind of  felt like a mosque wasn’t as 
safe anymore.”
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Yazmeen Imam: “It’s always so 
scary when things like this happen. 
I’m always shocked at how deeply 

people feeel hatred.”
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