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Jackson Walker explores Japan as gap year

During spring break, Jackson Walker tours Japan with brother Finn, who 
now attends Episcopal School. Photo by Ed Walker

Love of  cars and culture attracts Walker to the home of  drifting
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This spring break, Jackson Walker ’19 traveled to To-
kyo, Japan. This was his first time visiting the country, 
but it won’t be the last. 

Walker has always had a great passion for cars and ev-
erything to do with them. In the past couple years, he has 
taken up the exciting sport of  drifting, and even did his 
senior speech earlier this year about the sport. 

“Ever since I was a kid I’ve been really into cars,” Walker 
said, “and I’ve always been drawn to racing and drifting.”

With this intense love for cars and racing, Walker decided 
he needed to go to the birthplace of  drifting: Japan. He 
had made plans to live in Japan for half  a year next year, 
but realized he needed to visit the country before making 
any definite decisions.

“I’ve wanted to go forever,” Walker said. “The country is 
beautiful, they invented anime, and most of  all it’s where 
drifting was born.” 

So, early this past March, Walker packed his bags and 
headed to the birthplace of  anime and drifting with his dad 
and brother Finn. When he arrived, Walker knew it was the 
place he was meant to be.

“I absolutely loved it,” Walker said. “It’s a beautiful coun-
try, and they truly have everything that I love. I can’t wait 
to go back.”

After this visit, Walker solidified his plans to take a gap 
year this upcoming fall and move to Japan for six months. 
He plans to pursue his drifting career even further, and 
has been preparing to do so recently with various drifting 
events around Virginia. 

“It’s going really well,” Walker said, “and I’m so excited to 
be able to live in Japan and do what I’ve always wanted to 
do in a place that I really love.” 

After he takes his gap year, Walker will be attending his 
dream school, the University of  Virginia. 

“I’ve wanted to go forever. 
The country is beautiful, 

they invented anime, 
and most of  all 

it’s where drifting was born.”
- Jackson Walker


