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travels internationally
The Ethiopian plane crash, which killed over 90 people, 

happened on a Boeing 737 Max. This model was recently 
grounded by President Trump. 

The students on the China trip flew on a newer model of  
the Boeing from San Francisco to Dulles. Students recalled 
the turbulent, at times nerve-racking, plane ride on the way 
back, but the experience of  flying was beautiful simultane-
ously in some students’ eyes. 

Among the students who went to China was Juwan Jack-
son ‘21. Jackson had never traveled out of  the country be-
fore, nor had he flown on a plane. Rather than a frightening, 
traumatic flight experience, Jackson enjoyed flying, albeit his 
first time. 

“I was nervous at first when I first boarded the plane from 
hearing different stories from people,” Jackson said. “But, it 
turned to not be so bad.”

Other students on the trip told Jackson what flying was 
like, both positively and negatively. 

“I didn’t get to experience my first flight too much because 

I fell asleep for the whole ride,” Jackson said. “I got to really 
experience flying on the second flight.”

The second flight was from Chicago O’Hare to Shanghai’s 
Pudong Airport, and it lasted about 14 hours. While on the 
plane, students were dined with their first state of  Chinese 
food, including noodles and stir-fry. While not authentic 
Chinese food, students enjoyed their meals gleaned to the 
food of  China.  

Jackson took photos on his phone as he took in the views 
and noted that the views were beautiful.

“I really enjoyed looking out the window and looking at 
the beautiful mountains and skies,” Jackson said. “First time 
traveling the world felt like a huge blessing because so many 
people aren’t able to travel the world especially at a young 
age.”

Overall, Jackson regarded this experience as unforgettable.
“Being able to see how other cultures live and do their own 

customs was mind blowing and an experience I won’t ever 
forget.”

By Chloe Hunt 

The blonde teenager stood out sharply among the black and 
brown manes.
Lana Dayle Roach ‘21 visited China for the first time over 
spring break.
For her first global studies trip, Roach traveled with many 
students who had varying knowledge about China, including 
Christina Yu ‘20, Stephanie Yu ‘20, and Yvette Liu ‘19. 
“It’s hard to pinpoint one thing specifically that was my fa-
vorite part of  the trip,” Roach said. “There were so many 
different things ranging from meeting new people to walking 
under one of  the world’s tallest buildings.”
In terms of  meeting people, Roach and the group engaged 
with Chinese students for part of  the trip. Roach took bad-
minton, Chinese, physics, calligraphy, music, and English 
courses while visiting the North Cross School in Shanghai. 
The group who attended the calligraphy class regarded 
chemistry teacher Matt, the inadvertently comical teacher, as 
one of  the best instructors there.
While Roach and the group navigated the streets of  China, 
many natives asked for photos with the Americans. The 
worker wearing a yellow vest was ecstatic at the sight of  
Americans. He blissfully said, “I love Americans,” and Roach 
and other students chatted briefly with the older man. 
Sometimes, the pictures were unsolicited, though. Although 
some locals disturbed members of  the North Cross contin-
gent, the group met a worker in the former French Conces-
sion.
“It was such a great experience that I definitely can’t just pick 
one thing,” Roach said. “One thing that I thought was inter-
esting though was the amount of  people asking to take and 
taking photos of  us. It was funny until it got old.”

Roach and Huddleston are pictured with fashion designer above. In upper 
right, Juwan is making dumplings with his host family. In the lower right, 
the Jing’an Temple is pictured. The flowers there are revered as a means of  
fertility, and the students visited this locationwith host families. Photos by 
Chloe Hunt.
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By Chloe Hunt 

“First time traveling the world felt like a huge blessing 
because so many people aren’t able to travel the world 

especially at a young age.” - Juwan Jackson

“My favorite thing from China was most likely the hospitality and care from the host 
families, the families of  the Chinese students, and all of  the nice people we met at the 
schools. The people greeted us with open arms and enjoyed talking to us as much as we 
did with them. The entire trip was amazing and the hospitality made it so much better. 
When going to a foreign country, it is so much better to have the ability to connect with 
a family. The families from our trip made those three or four days left in our trip so fun 

and they even gave us a deeper look into their day to day culture.”
- Ryan Huddleston


