
Gesturing expressively, Head of  Schools Dr. 
Christian J. Proctor describes what kind of  
opportunities the famed renovation–a $16.5 
million project–will bring.

“I’m excited to have a better environment for 
the students,” he said. “We want to create the best 
facilities possible.”

The bustle in and around the high school this 
school year will be a side effect of  this goal, but 
despite the renovation’s setbacks, Dr. Proctor 
is optimistic. He says that everything is moving 
smoothly given initial doubts about timing, bud-
geting and overall feasibility. A few pieces of  the 
project were done over the summer, and con-
struction will continue throughout the school 
year. The projected completion date for Willis 
Hall is before Labor Day next year.

“It’s unfortunate that we weren’t able to do all 
of  the renovations this summer. We’ve had to do 
some now and the rest of  them will come next 
year,” said Proctor. “There’s so much construc-
tion going on in the area that we couldn’t get 
mechanical subcontractors – heating, electrical, 
plumbing – we couldn’t get them to do all the 
work this summer and so we had to get on the 
schedule for next summer.”

Nonetheless, Willis Hall has been outfitted with 
a new roof, bathrooms and science labs. The front 
of  the building where the teacher workroom, col-
lege counselling and the front office were located 
has been torn down in preparation for construc-

tion of  a student center between the high school 
and lower school.

“The construction between Willis and Ellis halls 
should be completed by the end of  January. At 
the end of  January is the big switch. The library 
moves into the new library, all the offices have to 
empty out and go in certain places. Crosswalk has 
to move into some new digs temporarily, and then 
we tear all of  this [Old Slack] down except for the 
[cement part of  the] theater,” said Proctor.

In addition to people temporarily relocating, the 
musical will now be Nov. 15-16.

One exciting thing for seniors it that the senior 
lounge has been redone. It now has new carpet-
ing, paint, and furniture. And by next year, an-
other senior-only space will be added: the senior 
lawn, on which only seniors will be able to walk. 
A few other features of  the new campus are a stu-
dent center, administrative suite and CrossWalk 
classroom space

“I think the most exciting part will be the new 
Willis Hall when we see it after next summer,” 
said Proctor. “It’s gonna be carpet, and you’re 
gonna have nice windows, all new floors, all new 
furniture, technology.”

A makeover this drastic doesn’t come cheap. 
North Cross is planning on raising $14 million of  
the $16.5 million needed for the project, and has 
elected to finance the last $2.5 million short term. 
So far, the capital campaign has managed to raise 
a little over $11 million pledges in cash, and the 
financial department is still meeting with individ-
uals about their gifts. After that has wrapped up, 

Proctor plans to do a school-wide gift campaign. 
“We want to get it all done right now the right 

way, because it’ll be a lot more expensive if  we 
do it in stages,” says Proctor. “But everything is 
coming along nicely.”

Dr. Proctor orchestrates renovations

Chris the Builder: Dr. Proctor glances at the 
construction in front of Old Slack hall as he paradess with 
seniors and their 4-year-old buddies during Halloween. 
Photo by Robert Robillard
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New science labs show sign of  future classrooms
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Survey Results: 
The construction project has been disruptive to academic work

Survey Monkey survey was conducted over three days at the end of September. A glitch in delivery meant a modest 24 
results were obtained.
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CURB REPEAL: Construction workers review the 
work done to extend the roof line over the main doorway. 
The new roof does not leak. Photo by Hannah Nguyen


